Delayed granuloma formation in a patient with vanishing bile duct syndrome 7 years post-liver transplantation.
A patient was found to have numerous granulomata 7 years after orthotopic liver transplantation for primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC) on a recent liver biopsy specimen. This histopathologic finding prompted a review of the literature to determine the commonality of this feature in the absence of the usual causes of granulomatous liver disease, none of which were found to be the cause of this patient's liver histopathologic state. The presence of posttransplantation granulomata is rare, and although previously reported to occur shortly after liver transplantation, this finding has not been reported previously with either PSC or vanishing bile duct syndrome. We are not aware of another case of granulomata associated with recurrent PSC or vanishing bile duct syndrome 7 years after liver transplantation.